Season Wrap-up.

 Both the boys soccer and girls golf teams had record years advancing further than ever before. Both have helped to raise the community awareness of West Shore in an area other than academics. 

Half of the school’s fall sports teams advanced players to the state tournament, while all but two advanced individuals or teams past the district tournament. 

The girls golf team not only advanced to the state tournament for the second year in a row, but they were the only Brevard County team to advance to state. Led by seventh grader Vicky Hurst, girls golf improved on its 10th-place finish at last year’s state meet to record a fourth-place finish. With the leadership of Hurst and her freshman sister Kelly along with junior Amber Greer, the girls could challenge for the state title next year. 

“We had a great season and despite the age differences and level of play, we worked hard together and were focused,” senior Rachel Grayson said. “I’m very proud of our accomplishments this year and hope we win states next year.”

The boys golf team didn’t collect a district championship, but they placed 11th at the district meet beating Cocoa High and Florida Air Academy. 

Junior captain Matt Makofske said: “Our season provided many opportunities for learning and growth. I’m happy that we competed as a team at districts this year and beat other area programs.”

   The boys soccer team added another district championship trophy to the display in the main office. Led by leading scorers Keith Gelzinis and Brian Romot along with defenders David Palmisano, Dal Hile, Cody Graham and Ryan Nixon, the boys coasted through the post season until running into West Palm Beach Summit Christian in the regional final. Their hopes of a trip to the state final four ended one game short with a 3-1 loss.

   “I’m very proud of what we accomplished this year,” said senior Ryan Nixon. “I only hope that the team the seniors left behind will be as successful as this year’s team and they will get the respect and recognition they deserve.”

   The cross country teams had record breaking year Sophomore Aaron Wilbur advanced to the state meet while freshman Alyssa Anderson advanced to the regional meet. With a time of 17:06, Wilbur placed 14th at regionals and advanced to state while Anderson fell just 21 seconds short of the state finals. In the state race, Wilbur placed 61st out of 171 runners, with a time of 17:53.

   “[Coach Murphy and I] were excited to have the runners advance so far this year, they deserved to go due to the hard work they put in the whole season,” coach Tonya Galaida said. “ It was a rush to see Aaron run past us at the state meet while competing against all of those great runners.”

   The swim and dive teams capped a roller coaster year with new achievements. The girls placed third at the district meet, behind Cocoa Beach which finished ninth at the state meet. Seventh grade swimmer Logan Dodds finished second in the 500 yard freestyle and advanced to the state meet where he finished 36th. Also, seventh grader Autumn Moller individually advanced to the state meet finishing 34th in the 400 yard free, 36th in the 100 yard fly. Moller also competed in the state meet with junior Sam Baer, sophomore Alex Baer, and fellow seventh grader Erin Hutchinson in the 200 yard medley relay, they finished 35th. Diver Vanessa Gould finished 35th.

   The girls volleyball team played again this year but was unable to match their post season success last year falling in the first round of the district tournament to Orlando First Academy. Senior captain Mary Kate Gough was individually honored, being picked to participate in the North-South Space Coast prep All- Star Volleyball Game.

 Gough said "We were disappointed to be eliminated so early when we worked so hard the whole season. We tried our hardest against the first seeded team.” 
