Sports Spot

By Chris Burcham, Sports Editor

During the past two years our humble little academically-oriented school has been slowly gaining clout with other teams. While we may not yet field competitive basketball or volleyball teams, we do have strong golf and soccer teams.

It seems that the talent of our teams are building. I believe Assistant Principal Barbara Rodrigues said it best when she said that “we’re developing slowly but surely”.

While many people may discount the results of our boys soccer team because they play private schools, there is a reason for the boys playing a fall soccer schedule, we don’t have football. The boys play fall soccer against other schools that don’t field football teams. They play schools that focus on academics rather than sports, just like us. The boys win and really, isn’t that what matters?

With winning comes spirit, which the boys soccer team seems to have increased at our school. As they advance deeper into the playoffs, the attendance numbers rose and rose. There were maybe 15 students at the regular season games but when we hosted the regional semifinals, the bleachers were packed and many other students could be found tailgating.

Another sport that had a super season is the girls golf team. They repeated as district champions and regional finalists. And competed in the state meet for the second year in a row finishing fourth in class A, besting their 10th place finish last year. 

They ended the season ranked third in the Orlando Sentinel's Super 6, a ranking of the top girls golf teams in Central Florida. In addition to the team recognition, there were many individuals also recognized. Vicky Hurst was also named to the All-Central Florida golf team by the Orlando Sentinel and the named All-Space Coast girls golfer of the year by Florida Today. Amber Greer was also a first team All-Space Coast golfer. Coach Bonnie Bettis was named the All-Space Coast girls golf coach of the year while Kelly Hurst and Suzanna Lewis were selected honorable mention All- Space Coast golfers. 

Cross country, that endurance fest, seems to be running well. Aaron Wilbur placed 61st at the state meet. His performance is a good sign for the upcoming track season as well as a great accomplishment. 

The swim and dive teams were a major surprise. Who would have expected West Shore to advance seven members of the team to the state championships? It is a big accomplishment for West Shore to finally be able to compete with schools in an event in which most high schools in the state compete.

Upcoming winter sports usually aren’t as competitive as the fall sports, but with new additions to the teams, be on the lookout for some opponents to be concerned to be playing West Shore. 

The girls soccer team in its first four games doubled the victory total of the previous year. New forward Shurell Burton seems to be the biggest cause for this turnaround. She leads the team in goals, and with her mighty foot speed and drive, looks to be the star of the team for the next three years. With her scoring ability, the girls team fills a gap they had last year and will be a challenger for the district title.  

Basketball is another story, there is little hope of a playoff appearance for either team. The girls have the defending state champion and a regional finalist in their district this year. This tough schedule doesn’t help their chances at a regional birth. It’s close to the same story for the boys their hopes are only slightly brighter. They only face last year’s state runner up and regional runner up in district play.

With the continuing success of the fall sports teams, West Shore is beginning to make itself known not only in the local community but also throughout Florida. 
